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Couture 360 Helps Build Playground in Zambia
Most kids would be excited at the prospect of getting a new playground, but when
you live in a remote village in Zambia, having a playground is truly a dream come
true. “These kids have so little, but are still so full of joy and hope that it’s truly
inspiring,” said Rose DePaola, owner of Couture 360, an upscale salon located in
Lake Zurich, Illinois.
When DePaola heard from a client that the Willow Creek Community Church in
South Barrington was planning to build a playground in Zambia, she asked what
Couture 360 could do to help. “Being able to give back is such a blessing,”
DePaola said. “That’s always been central to our mission at Couture 360.”
The Zambia team needed $2,000 for materials to build the playground and
Couture 360 had less than three weeks to make that happen. And make it
happen they did! “Our clients and friends came together to help us meet our goal
of raising the funds and they also generously donated other supplies needed by
the Zambian village,” DePaola said.
“It’s hard to imagine just how remote these areas are and how much something
like a playground means to them,” DePaola said. Houses in the village are joined
together with dirt roads. Schools are stark, one-room brick structures in need of
basics like blackboards. Classrooms are often so short on supplies that students
have to share a single pencil.
It was the dream of the Willow Creek Community Church to help improve the
quality of education for children in Zambia. Students often need to work in the
fields rather than going to school. Teachers are poorly trained and lack the basic
resources needed for their schools. In addition to helping to complete
construction on schools--painting, installing windows, building bookshelves-training for teachers was also provided. “I’m just so thrilled to have been a part of
making this dream come true for the children of this village,” DePaola said.

About Couture 360: Couture 360, an upscale salon and spa located in the
Chicago suburb of Lake Zurich, has helped to raise tens of thousands in
donations for local charities. According to salon owner, Rose DePaola, “We listen
to our guests to find out what’s important to them in choosing our charities.”
When asked what made her salon unique, DePaola said, “I wanted to create that
luxurious, ‘downtown salon’ feeling here in the suburbs. We offer total body care
and one-on-one, personal attention in a high-end atmosphere.” Couture 360 was
named “Salon of the Year” in 2011 by Salon Today. Visit us online at
couture360.com.

